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War memorial
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nﬂtﬁnh ribute tofifty one years of
{ dependence, a unique war
il al the Morwada junction

wis on Saturday dedicated
nation by State” Governor

er,
_iy_clcnored the occasion and
high as buglers sounded the
spresented arms and the
¢ gathering by placing a
artyrs' memorial base; the
i South Asiato be erected

firstofi

through cil'g’enﬂ contribution initiated by
the" Express Citizens’ War Mcmonzll

Indian Expr
Lacme.cl in Ich Pune Cantonment, this
yressve warmemorial —the first post-
ndence monument with the names
nartyrs inscribed, it is unlike
‘memorials dedicated o the unknown sol-
: a‘ﬁﬁ. ;jses 50 feet high with four leaf-
; llir, dressed in cherry-

wings
vﬁlﬂr
I urrounded by marble
[ zight feet talli carrying the
IALCVIS: There are no inscrip-
1t Li_esmn the ccnli il p\llm

Ahgustl.ﬁ 1947 havc heen
irble, ‘The names have

0mage | to the men who made
e aerlﬁr:c dul‘cndm.g the na-

18 wns the ﬁrs: of its kind du:h
cated to heroes of the post-independence
erd, )‘4;;!1:»1.'<.(:i11tu1|= the magnificent monu-

I\ ment, the On\fermr expressed the hope

that the memorial, erected through the -

initiative of citizens, would setthe trend
for erecling similar ponuments in other
parts of the country,

Hailing the services rendered by the
armed forees, A]_e:mnder said that at a
time when all major democratic institu-
tions were anwhng crmusrn the armed

A NATION REMEMBERS: Governor P.C. Alaxander plaol wrea country
martyrs at the Morwada Junction In Pune on Saturday. Parents of Col.Prasanna Gole (right), who
18, are unable to holdback their taars as the Govemor meets them after the ceremony. Nem}.‘

forces had retained their clean charaeter

‘andapolitical nature.

“The pillars of democracy such as free
andfun‘ck:chom,fmcprass, independent
judiciary and civil setvices have at one
fime or the other faced censure from so-
ciety for their failure to live up to stin-
dards.” “People may criticise the so-called

first ever post-lndepandenoa war rne

ﬁa.lr[m]wflhee : i

nutbcmng:mmqtm&ﬂmprémm I.hcy
may even question the manner of func-
tioning of the judiciary or the civil services
for fallen standards of rectitude. Yetitisa
matter of great pride that the armed
forces contintie to be held in high esteem
for their efficiency. integrity, dedication,

 Kiled in antkmilitancy operations in Kashinir Va

Expres
Memorial Committee, in hxsmloonung
address, mentioned that every nation had
two sets of freedom fighters — one set
gets freedom for the nation and the other

+ Nadksrni, former ehief Sta

set keeps fighting to preserye the frec-
don.

Lt Gen Pandit said the initiative to
erect the memorial was taken by citizens
when, during the silver jubilee celebra-
tions in Pune of the 1971 war, the absence
of a post-independence war memorial
was acutely felt. Tt was decided that citi-
zens would take the initiative in the pro-
ject and, moreimportantly, the memorial
would not be dedicated to the unknown
soldier,

He said the names of 1080 martyrs
from all three services had been inscribec
in marble at the memorial and efforts
would be made to update the list every

IS,

'Thcsc-undmg'{ﬂ’ihgiasthisimaml-
lowed by a two-minute silence in memory
of the herces and the Rouse Reveille
which heralds the arrival ofa new dawn.
Among those who placed wreaths at

the memorial base were Lt Gen
H.M Khanna, General Officer Com-
mandingin Chief (GOC-in-C), Southern
Command, Vice Admiral Arun Prakash,
Commandant of the National Delence
Academy (NDA), Air Vice Marshal B

+ i Pandey, Deputy Commandant of NDA.

The three senior officers representing the
Army, Navy and Air Force, they were re-
ceived by Pune Sub-Area Commander,
BdgMadanGopal.

In a moving gcvq.l:e. _Admjral 1G

placed awredth ofbehalf of :
men.

Prem Malhotra, mo
Licutenant Rishi Malhy
killed in anti-militancy ope
May, 1994 in Dodumlnmmu'h.nd sh-
mir, could not hold back her tears as she
was led up to the memoril to offer trib-
utes on behalf of the next of Kin of war ca-
sualties. Prakash Kardaley, coordinatorof
the Express Citizens' War Memorial
Committee, also placed a wreath at the
memorial base,




